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JUNE  2022

Like all of you I am looking forward to an enjoyable summer at Eagle Lake.
After two years of restrictions due to Covid, the ELCA is resuming all our normal programs as
detailed in this newsletter. This includes an Annual General Meeting on Saturday July 9 that I hope
all of you will consider attending.
Though the past two years were relatively quiet, our volunteers continued to place navigational
marker buoys in the Lake and remove the invasive phragmites that are the most serious
environmental threat currently facing us. The marker buoy program is essential for safe boating in
Eagle Lake and a suspension of the phragmites control program would have resulted in this
insidious vegetation resuming its expansion in the areas where it is already established. In
addition, it is likely that it would have migrated to other parts of the Lake.
Short term rentals represent an issue that is being raised in many other Ontario municipalities
where the behavior of some renters has generated negative feedback from neighbouring
residences. Various municipalities have implemented a variety of initiatives to promote
responsible rental practices. ELCA members are participating in a committee reviewing the
experience with short term rentals on Eagle Lake and I expect that a report on the committee’s
findings will be included in our next newsletter.
Since invasive phragmites were first identified in Eagle Lake the ELCA has worked cooperatively
with Mikisew Park to ensure the growths on the park property are safely removed each year. Since
our first meeting with them, park officials have assumed responsibility for removing all phragmites
that grow in the park. In addition, for most years park staff have assisted our volunteers on cutting
in other areas of the Lake. Their assistance has been invaluable, and we look forward to their
participation again this year. Mikisew Park has a number of programs that are available not only to
campers at Mikisew, but are also accessible to anyone in the area. A brief summary of these is
included in this newsletter.
Lastly, I want to highlight this year’s celebration of Canada Day. You don’t have to stay very long in
most other countries to solidify your appreciation of how fortunate we are to be in Canada. In past
years South River and Machar have organized a variety of events to celebrate Canada Day
including a fireworks display at the Narrows. This year our municipalities have made significant
changes to the program as described in detail elsewhere in this newsletter and I encourage all of
our members to participate. I have joined in during past celebrations and, weather permitting, it
has been a truly enjoyable experience.
I hope you all enjoy a healthy, happy summer at Eagle Lake.
Mike Mitchell

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
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As identified in our January newsletter the ELCA has based this year’s plan for removing invasive phragmites from in, and around, Eagle Lake 
on last year’s successful program. The organizing committee assumes that we should be able to complete all the work in four mornings if we 
get the same, or a better, level of response from our volunteers. Last year, one morning had to be cancelled due to inclement weather so 
once again five days are scheduled to allow for this type of possibility.
The dates for 2002 are:
Wednesday July 20,
Friday July 22,
Sunday July 24,
Tuesday July 26, and if needed
Thursday July 28.
The organizing committee condensed the period of time over which the cutting is scheduled to lower the stress on those most heavily
involved. As well, some volunteers indicated that they were not available on specific days of the week, so each cutting will occur on a
different day. By maximizing the number of weekdays we also hope to facilitate assistance from Machar Township’s public works department.
We will begin each day at 9am with the goal of finishing by noon, but no later than 1pm. Because of our success over the past five years, the
volume of vegetation to be removed and transported to the Machar landfill has diminished each year and we are confident that we can
remove all the phragmites in four mornings.
When we initially undertook this program, our volunteers relied heavily on the motorized brush saws to cut the phragmites because the
plants were growing in dense clusters that excluded any native vegetation. We had no concern that we were inadvertently cutting native
plants. One positive result of our efforts has been the dramatic thinning of the phragmites and the reestablishment of native vegetation in
areas from which it had been forced out by the invasive phragmites. It is apparent that our program has begun to migrate from extensive
reliance on power cutters to increased use of manual cutting. Over the past five years we have experimented with a number of options for
manually cutting phragmites and it has become evident that the cane cutters are substantially better than any other option. Using grant
money provided by the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) the ELCA purchased eight cane cutters which our volunteers
have used over the past three years. In 2021, the ELCA received a grant from the Green Shovels Initiative and twenty additional cane cutters
have now been acquired. We have the equipment to do the job. We just need the volunteers!
I look forward to seeing you all in July. If you have not volunteered previously, you just need to bring work gloves and sturdy footwear. If you
have clothing and footwear that can be worn in the water, that will be a bonus. To register electronically please E-mail to
boydf@sympatico.ca and identify the day or days you will participate. If you can provide a phone number, that will assist us if we have to
cancel a day on short notice. Volunteers can also register by phoning the Machar Township municipal office and identifying when you want to
participate and also providing your contact information. The number there is 705 386-7741.
Many of our volunteers have participated for multiple years and are committed to ridding our Lake of this terrible vegetation. Although it
involves considerable work, most volunteers enjoy the experience and the opportunity to contribute to the health of the Lake. As we
transition to the increased use of cane cutters, we require more helpers and I ask that all our members consider participating this year. If you
are interested but would like to discuss what is involved in more detail, please phone me at 705 386-2803 and I can respond to any questions
or concerns you have.

See you in July.
Mike Mitchell

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
mailto:boydf@sympatico.ca
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The ELCA assumed responsibility for putting marker buoys in Eagle Lake from the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources almost fifty years ago. During that period substantive improvements have been made. Most notably
the program was expanded throughout the north and south basins of the Lake. Our early markers proved
problematic because the colour tended to fade, and they became less visible. In response to this problem, new,
larger buoys were purchased, and all the original buoys were replaced.
One outstanding issue that remains is compliance with Federal Regulations and the ELCA has embarked on a
process to become compliant. The first step has been the replacement of white buoys that our volunteers put in
the south end. These white buoys mark an area that is particularly dangerous to navigate in a motorized
watercraft. However, under federal rules a navigational danger such as this should be identified with yellow
marker buoys to properly alert boaters to the hazard. The ELCA has purchased new yellow buoys that are
compliant with federal regulations and have proper markings identifying them as private markers that are the
property of the ELCA.
The next phase will result in all red and green markers being clearly identified as private (“PRIV”) and the property
of the ELCA. Once this is completed, we hope to review the placement of all red and green markers to ensure that
they are fulfilling their intended purpose effectively and are compliant with all the rules and regulations. The ELCA
plans to initiate this last phase next year.

Fishing with live bait in Ontario
To catch and fish with certain types of live bait already found in Ontario 
waters, you need:
•the proper fishing licence
•to follow the rules for fishing with live bait, including where you can do it 
and how much you can catch

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
https://www.ontario.ca/page/sustainable-bait-management-ontario
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Help Needed
The ELCA has a website that was developed by one of our former board members who was skilled in
technology and had a great interest in our Lake. Unfortunately, she and her husband sold their property
and relocated to a different Lake. None of the current board members has the ability to properly
maintain the website and it has become outdated. If any member is interested in assuming this
responsibility, please contact us and we can make it current and relevant. Co-ordinating the website
does not require membership on the Board of Directors but would be of great benefit to all our
members. Please contact Fay Boyd at boydf@sympatico.ca

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

One of the Board priorities that was cancelled because of Covid over the past two years was our annual
membership drive. The membership fees are used to cover the fundamental costs required to operate our
incorporated non-profit organization. At $25. per year, or $20. per year for a five-year membership, ELCA annual
fees are considerably lower than most similar organizations. Items such as mandatory insurance and rental of the
post box are surprisingly expensive. Despite inflationary pressures, ELCA annual dues have not increased in many
years and the Board sets a high value on frugality. When extraordinary costs arise, the ELCA seeks funding from
other sources such as provincial grants to purchase things like the equipment required to operate the Invasive
Phragmites Control Program. In addition, every year individual ELCA members have made substantial donations to
assist in meeting costs that cannot be covered through our membership fees.

To ensure that the ELCA can continue all our activities, it is essential that all our members be certain that their
membership fees are current. It is easy to overlook this from year to year. A copy of the Membership Form is
included as the last page of this newsletter. If you are uncertain as to the status of your membership, please
contact Fay Boyd at: boydf@sympatico.ca. She can also be reached by telephone at 705 386-2803 (summer) or
705 733-5030 (winter).

If you have new neighbours, please encourage them to join the ELCA.

Direct Deposit/Bank Transfer is now available for those who prefer to make membership payments electronically.
Just use E-mail eaglelakeassn@gmail.com and use the security password elca2020.

Clean + Drain + Dry!

As of January 1st, 2022 the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and 
Forestry have regulated watercraft (boats, canoes, kayaks, etc.) as a potential carrier of 
invasive species, under the Invasive Species Act. Boaters need to take action to look for and 
remove plant or other invasive 'hitchhikers' from boats before moving between waterbodies.

Members can contact the FOCA office to get signage for your local boat launch to remind 
people: "It's the Law". Learn more about the new regulations, and how they will help us prevent 
and slow the spread of invasives: https://foca.on.ca/invasive-species/

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
mailto:boydf@sympatico.ca
mailto:boydf@sympatico.ca
mailto:eaglelakeassn@gmail.com
https://foca.on.ca/invasive-species/
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“At Mikisew Provincial Park our staff team is always trying to implement changes to improve 
the recreation opportunities offered. In 2019 Mikisew officially opened its brand new 18-hole 
disc golf course “The Eagle”. Since then, we’ve continued making improvements to the 
course. In 2020 we redesigned and installed all new baskets on our beginner disc golf course 
now called “The Eaglet”. In 2022 we’ll be installing all new signage to help with navigation. 
Both courses play through the forest so bring some bug spray and enjoy! Discs are for sale or 
rent at the Park Office. If disc golf isn’t your thing you can also rent bikes or stand up paddle 
boards. In 2021 we did several upgrades to improve the quality of our trails by building new 
boardwalks and completing trail reroutes. This year we’re opening for the May Long Weekend 
(3 weeks earlier) for the first time. This will provide some additional camping options in the 
area for the busy May Long. For more information on the parks amenities please visit 
https://www.ontarioparks.com/park/mikisew. If you have any concerns or questions about the 
park be sure to pop into the Park Office and let us know, or call us at (705) 386-7762.”

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
2022 Annual General Meeting

Finally, after two years of Covid, we are able to hold an annual general meeting of the ELCA. This offers
our members the opportunity to meet with the Board of Directors and discuss the challenges facing Eagle
Lake and how the ELCA is responding. A detailed financial account will be provided to all attendees. For
me, as President, the most important function for the meeting is that members can express their
viewpoints, question the direction of the Association, and offer their suggestions for improvements.
Another essential component of the AGM is the election of the Board of Directors. This year vacancies not
currently filled by incumbents will be open for members who want to become more actively involved in
ELCA activities. At some point the current senior board members will need to “pass the torch” to the next
generation and having interested members join now is a crucial first step. Joining the Board is an excellent
way to contribute to the wellbeing of Eagle Lake in a tangible way. In addition, board members gain a
much greater insight into the history of our community and challenges we all face. All that is required is to
have someone nominate you during the AGM and your name will be added to the list of proposed
candidates. If you are interested but would like to discuss the requirements in greater detail, phone me at
705 386-2803.
This year’s meeting will be held on the morning of Saturday July 9 at the South River Brewery beginning at
9am. This building offers all the amenities we require for the meeting and is provided to the ELCA at no
cost. After the formal meeting ends, we will have the opportunity to socialize informally in the meeting
room and get to know one another better.
Please join us on the 9th.

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com/
https://www.ontarioparks.com/park/mikisew
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Canada Day in
South River

Tom Thomson Park

Saturday July 2, 2022

Parade – 1:00 pm
Parade begins at the South River train station and travels east 

along Ottawa Ave ending at the west pedestrian entrance to

Tom Thomson Park.  Enjoy a walk through this gorgeous park

Or drive to the east entrance to join the festivities!

1:30pm – Parade arrives at the park followed by a performance 
by Callander Pipes & Drums

2:00pm – Official Opening

2:00pm – 4:00pm – Live Entertainment (J Houston Band and 
Sten Williams), BBQ, Face Painting, Pie Eating Contest, SRM 
Fire Department Water Rescue Demo, Try your hand Disc Golf 
with the Algonquin Disc Golf Club and much more!!!

If interested in entering a 
float, please contact:

Ron Bennison 705-498-0787 
or

Bart Wood 705-358-3822
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Turtle Time

It's the time of year when turtles are on the 
move, and drivers need to be vigilant. If you 
come across an injured turtle on the road, 
contact the Ontario Turtle Conservation 
Centre, among other groups across the 
province dedicated to their care. World Turtle 
Day was on Monday, May 23rd, review this 
video from the Toronto Zoo's Adopt-a-
Pond program about how to move a turtle 
safely across the road:

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
https://www.facebook.com/OntarioTurtleCC/
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Lyme Disease & Ticks

Public Health Ontario has released the 2022 revised Lyme Disease risk 
area map for Ontario, which continues to expand year-over-year. Public 
Health Units are no longer accepting tick submissions from the public; instead, 
the public is being directed to citizen science-based initiatives such 
as www.etick.ca to submit tick images for identification, instead of 
specimens. The risks to humans and pets is significant. Learn more, and get a 
link to enlarge the risk map on our webpage: https://foca.on.ca/lyme-
disease/

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
http://www.etick.ca/
https://foca.on.ca/lyme-disease/
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Name:  (must be property owner):_____________________________________________

Roll Number (from Tax Bill):  ______________________________________________________

Change of Address:     Y____ N____    (Please keep your address current)

Home Address:________________________________________________P.Code___________

Eagle Lake Address:  ____________________________________________ P.Code__________

Home Ph:(________)_____________ Lake Ph:(_______)___________

E-Mail:_____________________

Newsletters and other correspondence will normally be sent by Email.  If you have an email address, please make sure  
that it’s current with the Eagle lake conservation association.  Send changes to:  boydf@sympatico.ca
NOTE:  The cost to produce and mail newsletters is between $12.00 to $14.00 per person per year from a $100.00 (over 
five years) or $25.00 (annual) membership fee.  This leaves a very small amount for the projects the association has 
undertaken to keep the lake safe. 

Membership Type:   New ____ Renewal _____

1 year ($25)_____  5 year ($100)_____ Other_____________

I would like to make a donation: $______________

Are you interested in serving on any of the following committees? (please check) 

Phragmites Control:__ Lake Markers:__  Blue Green Algae:__ _Other(specify):___________

Comments:

ELCA  MEMBERSHIP FORM
$25.00 Annually

Please return form and fee to:
ELCA, Box 539, South River, Ontario P0A 1X0

Membership Fee due by January 1st of each year
Can't remember if you've already paid the membership fee?

Check the far right side of the mailing label on your envelope 
or contact us at boydf@sympatico.ca
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DIRECT DEPOSIT/BANK TRANSFER NOW AVAILABLE.  
USE EMAIL:  eaglelakeassn@gmail.com and

Security Password:  elca2020
NEW MEMBERS, PLEASE ENSURE YOU SEND YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION TO
THIS EMAIL ADDRESS.AS IT DOESN’T COME THROUGH ON THE E-TRANSFER.

mailto:eaglelakeassn@gmail.com
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