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I hope you all enjoyed the beautiful summer we experienced this year. For those of us who
remained at Eagle Lake this autumn, the constant rainfall seems to be payback for the
wonderful, warm, dry weather we were blessed with this summer.
2018 was an exceptionally busy year for the ELCA and our volunteers, and I expect that 2019
will require at least as much activity. As noted in earlier newsletters, two main environmental
threats pose serious problems for our Lake. The first to be identified was the invasive
phragmites that have taken hold in many areas of Eagle Lake. The second was documented
when a bloom of blue green algae was identified in the south basin in 2017. The algae bloom is
particularly problematic because it represents a threat to public health and a number of
lakefront property owners, including the Hockey Opportunity Camp., responded by having
wells drilled so that they are no longer dependant on drawing water from the Lake.
At the 2018 Annual General Meeting of the ELCA these environmental concerns were
discussed at length. It was decided that the Board of Directors should concentrate attention on
both of these threats until they are brought under control. The key strategy is to work in
partnership with Machar Township to initiate whatever measures are required to successfully
control, and ultimately eliminate, the invasive phragmites and, at the same time, identify and
enact measures to reduce the possibility of blue green algae blooms in the future.
In 2018 the ELCA worked successfully with Municipal Council to begin both of these initiatives.
The Board of Directors intends to strengthen these efforts in 2019. This will require even more
commitment from our volunteers and, for that reason, the membership voted to cancel the
litter pick up program for the foreseeable future. As you may recall, after initiating and
operating an annual litter pick up day for each of the previous five years, the ELCA decided to
focus on other priorities in 2018. Another community group organized a similar program this
year and, hopefully, they will repeat their effort next year.
I hope everyone enjoys a healthy and happy winter and I look forward to seeing you at one of
the many ELCA events we will be sponsoring, or co-sponsoring in 2019.
Michael Mitchell, President

PO BOX 539, SOUTH RIVER, ON P0A 1X0
www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

PO BOX 539, SOUTH RIVER, ON P0A 1X0
www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
PO BOX 539, SOUTH RIVER, ON P0A 1X0
www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com

Pg. 10

MEMBERSHIP
In order to keep membership fees low, the Board of Directors made
two decisions a few years ago. The first was to limit the distribution of
the newsletter to people who have maintained a membership in the
ELCA. Prior to that, they were mailed to most Lake property owners.
In addition, we began to sell advertising and the funding this has
raised has been crucial to our organization. Please support our
advertisers whenever possible. The ELCA also posts notices for
community events and non-profit organizations in the Newsletter.
This is done for free. If any member is aware of any event or
organization that could benefit from the inclusion of a notice in the
Newsletter, please inform us so that their information can be shared
with our members and published on our website.
Most newsletters are distributed electronically, which can be done at
no cost to the ELCA. There are still a large number that are mailed out
which results in significant cost for printing, postage etc. If you
received this newsletter in the mail and have an E-mail address,
please provide it to us so that we can send future Newsletters
electronically and reduce our costs.

If you are uncertain whether your
membership is current, please contact
Fay
Boyd
by
E-mail
at
boydf@sympatico.ca or by telephone at
705 386-2803 (summer) 705-733-5030
(winter).
Please see the last page of this
newsletter for a copy of the
Membership Form.

• .
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INVASIVE PHRAGMITES
As noted earlier in this newsletter, invasive phragmites represent one of the two major threats to the health of Eagle
Lake. Earlier newsletters detailed the extensive efforts that the Board of Directors made in 2016 and 2017 to obtain a
definitive, professional opinion that clearly identified this vegetation as a serious invasive species. There is now no
doubt that it must be controlled before it spreads any further throughout the Lake. 2018 marked the beginning of our
control efforts.
An essential step was entering into a partnership with Machar Township to raise public awareness and develop a
control strategy. The initial step involved organizing a public seminar in late April to educate the public about the threat
that invasive phragmites represent to lake health. The seminar was cosponsored by the ELCA and Machar Township
with the municipality providing the lion’s share of the funding. Two experts, who are both excellent presenters,
addressed a large audience of over 125 representatives from Machar as well as other Almaguin municipalities. They
described the vegetation in detail, explained why it is a serious ecological threat, and summarized various control
measures. The success of this session was instrumental to the eventual success of this year’s control efforts.
Another key player in this process was the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA). The ELCA has been a
member of FOCA for decades and this organization has consistently been a valuable resource and support for us. In
2017 FOCA arranged and funded the services of Robert Canning, an Aquatic Ecologist, who visited a number of locations
on Eagle Lake, examined the phragmites, identified them as invasive, and issued the report upon which our 2018
control program was based. After the seminar, the ELCA was successful in obtaining a grant of over $900.00 from FOCA
to assist with the purchase of equipment needed to cut and safely remove the phragmites.
The 2018 control program was a joint ELCA/Machar effort from the outset. It was organized by a small committee with
ELCA representation from Michael Mitchell and Doug Weldon, and Machar representation from Councillor Bart Wood
and John Mowat. The planning was facilitated by the use of a map that identified 22 locations in, and near, the Lake
where phragmites were growing. This map was developed by Councillor Wood in 2017 after he spent a day travelling to
a number of locations with Robert Canning and ELCA representatives. He subsequently travelled the periphery of both
basins and eventually identified the 22 trouble spots.
The Committee established priority areas to begin cutting the phragmites based on experience gained by other
community organizations elsewhere in the Province. Three specific days were identified and the call went out for
volunteers. The response was extremely impressive as over 65 people participated and worked exceptionally hard. In
addition, municipal staff and municipal equipment provided essential support as the phragmites were cut, loaded onto
trucks and trailers and then safely transported to our landfill site where they were burned after the fire ban was lifted.
One ELCA member who was unable to participate provided a generous donation as did a couple of other members who
were able to volunteer. These funds enabled us to provide water, juice and snacks throughout the three days. The ELCA
also provided lunch for all of the participants. Other individuals donated the use of their equipment including; brush
cutters, tarps, and rakes as well as larger equipment like trucks and trailers. Without the involvement and support of
these volunteers the control efforts would not have been successful. Everyone who uses the Lake owes them a debt of
gratitude.
We were not able to remove all of the invasive phragmites from Eagle Lake this year but our achievements were
extraordinary for a first attempt. In late July and Early August the volunteers completely cut three of the five most
dense stands. In addition they removed over half of a fourth dense stand. A number of other individual groups of
volunteers removed half of the smaller stands including the two growing on dry land and the two in Mikisew Park. By
October the phragmites at the Narrows and Public Boat Launch had regrown, although they are not nearly as tall or
dense as the stands that were cut in originally.
We learned a great deal in 2018, and the Board of Directors has authorized me to meet with the new Municipal Council
as soon as possible to begin planning the 2019 control efforts. It would be ideal if we could reconstitute a similar
organizing committee to develop a strategy to extend our efforts with the goal of cutting, removing, and burning all of
the phragmites growing in or near the Lake. The ELCA will continue to liaise with other groups that are battling invasive
phragmites to stay abreast of any new innovations or best practices that can be incorporated into our program.
The 2019 control program will again require intensive volunteer support and the ELCA will ensure that its’ members are
fully informed about the 2019 control program as soon as it is finalized. We hope to build upon the support and
participation that we received this year so that all of the phragmites can be removed next year.
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2018 MUNICIPAL ELECTION
The 2018 municipal election has now been completed. Mayor Lynda Carleton was acclaimed and
all of the incumbent councillors we all re-elected. Congratulations to the successful candidates;
Ron McLaren, Bart Wood, Neil Scarlett and Blair Flowers. Here’s to four more successful years
working together to keep Machar Township the most wonderful place to live and holiday.

BLUE GREEN ALGAE.
Unfortunately Eagle Lake experienced its first blue green algae bloom in the late summer of 2017. As explained in
previous newsletters this is not actually an algae but is a bacteria that, when it creates a bloom, can create
significant health problems for people and pets that cannot be eliminated by boiling drinking water or
implementing many of the normal practices to purify water. Fortunately, there was no confirmed reoccurrence this
year. Blue green algae blooms have been a recurring problem in larger water bodies including Lake Nipissing
(Callendar Bay) and Lake Erie. It has also been recorded in Lake Bernard.
Paul Rabinowitch, who is a member of the ELCA, provided a detailed presentation on blue green algae at this year’s
Annual General Meeting of the ELCA. Other members have also begun researching this bacteria to identify
methods of controlling it. In addition, Nipissing University is in the process of conducting experiments in Callander
Bay.
There are a number of different factors that lead to this bacteria forming the blooms that create the health hazard.
Research is continuing in an effort to identify each of these factors and develop corrective actions that will reduce
the possibility of it becoming a continual problem. It is imperative that lakefront property owners take all practical
measures to reduce or eliminate the activities that create these blooms.
One contributing factor that has already been well documented pertains to the level of nutrients that are
introduced to waterways. Most notable among these is phosphorous. In 2016, the ELCA requested that the
Township of Machar prohibit the use of fertilizers close to the Lake and the resulting bylaw makes it illegal to use
any phosphorous based fertilizer within 30 metres (100 feet) of a water body. This is an important first step
providing that people actually obey this bylaw. The ELCA has been completing annual water tests for over forty
years as part of the Lake Partnership Program and the results have consistently recorded a steady increase in the
level of phosphorous in Eagle Lake. It is now at a level where measures must be implemented that will reduce the
phosphorous levels in the Lake.
In 2019 the ELCA will complete an extensive review of all available research, focussing especially on those studies
that identify corrective action that has proven effective. The ultimate goal is to develop a comprehensive plan to
address this serious threat to our health and the health of the Lake. We will then use the recommendations arising
from this study to promote best practises and, if required, request further support from Machar Township.

NOW WORKING TOGETHER TO

SERVE YOU BETTER
Don Folliott
Sales Representative

705-386-2206 Home
705-384-5437 Office
donfolliott@coldwellbanker.ca

Jadah Folliott
Sales Represenataive

249-358-1307 Mobile
705-386-2342 Office
jadahfolliott@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION ON EAGLE LAKE RAOD
For those of us who regularly use the Eagle Lake Road, 2018 was a frustrating year because of the
construction that consumed most of the summer. Apart from creating an inconvenience, some of
us lost front lights and windshields resulting from the loose gravel that this surface treatment uses.
The last major surface treatment of the Eagle Lake road was completed in 1990. Subsequent to
that a single treatment was applied in 2008 but the road had since begun to deteriorate. On April 4
of this year Machar Township issued an Announcement, which is available on the Township
website, indicating that the resurfacing of the Road would be undertaken this year. Machar was
fortunate to receive a grant of $1.9 million from the Province to repair and upgrade the entire
road. The grant provided 90% of the total funding required. The project involved significant
upgrades including the replacement of all thirty nine of the culverts, new guardrails, and surfacing
the shoulders to improve the safety of pedestrians and cyclists.
The project was tendered and four bids were received. Machar awarded the contract to the Fowler
Construction Company which has undertaken a great deal of road work throughout the region. The
contract specified that, similar to the 1990 resurfacing, a “Double Surface Treatment” would be
applied. This is not to be confused with what most of us consider to be asphalt paving. Asphalt
(asphaltic concrete) uses a thick coat of bitumen mixed with sand and gravel to create a new
surface that waterproofs the road and adds strength. Surface dressing uses bitumen spray and
gravel to waterproof the road and improve skid resistance but does not add any strength to the
surface.
Shortly after the resurfacing was completed problems arose as numerous large potholes appeared.
The contractor has been repairing them and municipal staff have placed warning markers on the
shoulders where the road has become especially rough. Fortunately Machar withheld a significant
portion of the funding and the project will continue into 2019 ase the engineers and contractor
determine how to resolve the problems permanently. Machar has issued a statement about this
project which is posted on the Township website.

6TH ANNUAL ELCA CALENDARS ON SALE!
There are still a few of the 2019 calendars available
for sale. The 2019 calendar maintains the same high
quality that previous versions exhibited, with each
month captured in a photograph unique to our Lake.
The calendars make a unique Christmas gift and are
available for only $10.00. Copies can be purchased at
the gift shop at the Highlander Brewery or by
contacting any member of the ELCA Board of
Directors.
We are now planning for the 2020 edition of the
calendars
Please send photos in high resolution to Stephanie
Apollonio,
stephanieapollonio@gmail.com. Photos will be
selected
by our independent designer. Photos may also be
published
on the ELCA website.

Hi folks it's that time of year. With the hot temps. we've experienced all summer long (thank goodness) this is also the time that
unfortunately blue green algae starts to rear it's ugliness in lake waters. If you do see any blooms please call the blue green
algae hotline "Spills Action Centre" @ 1-866-663-8477 this number has been provided by FOCA in their Elert sent out on Aug.
30/18. There is also a short clip you can watch. Remember that if your drinking water comes directly from the lake that it must
be treated to be safe and that you should take water samples and have them analyzed on a regular basis. Blue green algae can
NOT be filtered from your system and boiling does nothing to help. I also spoke with Rob Palin of NBMCA this week about septic
re-inspection and asked him what takes place when their inspectors visit a property and they look for. He told me that they look
for any old decaying pipes and or pipes that come out of or above the ground that discharge sewage and for depressions where
the septic lies and or water on the surface. They also check for bad odors and that no instrumentation is used only a visual
inspection is performed. If you suspect something is wrong you can call their number and they will send someone to
investigate.
Now for the 'Loon Report'. Although I never saw any loon chicks on Eagle this summer I have reports of their being at least 2 on
the south basin. Nothing in the north end. I only saw 3 adult loons and with the water staying so warm I'm hoping this rather
small chick reported to me last week will survive and migrate..
t's also time to get your other winter bird feeders washed up and repaired if needed. Remember also to not leave anything of
valuable outside or in plain sight that thieves might get their hands on. Make sure to be Bear Smart and not leave open food
items or fruits and veggies out for hungry bears looking to fatten up before bedding down for the winter. Have a great fall and
enjoy the colours of the season. Just remember that hunting season has started so dress appropriately in hunter orange to

.

make yourself visible
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. NEW LOCATION!
Michael has moved back to his
former location at 92 Main St
effective October 30th
Hours: Tuesday to Saturday
Lunch: 11am to 2pm
Dinner: 5pm until 8pm
Saturday: Prime Rib Buffet.
Two sittings: 5pm or 7pm

The ELCA Board of Directors for 2019 experienced a change in
membership. Vice president Christina Schenk resigned from
the Board and, on behalf of all of our members, we thank her
sincerely for all the work she completed for us to protect and
improve the Eagle Lake environment. At the AGM, Lynn
Kennedy, Alex Perna and Ted Shepherd joined the Board. We
all look forward to collectively working to achieve the goals
and objectives endorsed by our membership.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Michael Mitchell
Treasurer: Fay Boyd
Secretary: Rebecca Hunter
Newsletter: Mike Mitchell & Fay Boyd
Website: Fay Boyd & Andrea Nieuwland
Water Quality: Debra Lamb
Lake Steward: Lynn Loney
Advertising: Wendy Sohm & Lynn Kennedy
Calendar: Rosemary Riley & Stephanie Apollonio
Insurance: Culver Riley
To Be Assigned: Alex Perna, Lisa Cwyk, Joanne Sellan, Ted Shepherd
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ELCA MEMBERSHIP FORM
$25.00 Annually

Please return form and fee to:
ELCA, Box 539, South River, Ontario P0A 1X0

Membership Fee due by January 1st of each year

Can't remember if you've already paid the membership fee?
Check the far right side of the mailing label on your
envelope or contact us at boydf@sympatico.ca

Name: (must be property owner):_____________________________________________
Roll Number (from Tax Bill): ______________________________________________________
Change of Address:

Y____ N____ (Please keep your address current)

Home Address:________________________________________________P.Code___________
Eagle Lake Address: ____________________________________________ P.Code__________
Home Ph:(____)_____________ Lake Ph:(____)___________
E-Mail:_____________________

Please send newsletters and other correspondence to: #1 ____E-MAIL ____ regular mail____
Membership Type: New ____ Renewal _____
1 year ($25)_____ 5 year ($100)_____ Other_____________
I would like to make a donation: $______________
Are you interested in serving on any of the following committees? (please check)
Phragmites Control:__ Lake Markers:__ Blue Green Algae:__ _Other(specify):___________
Comments:

