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 Ever since I have been writing messages for inclusion in our 
newsletters I have tried to maintain a positive, upbeat attitude. This has been 
relatively easy as life at Eagle Lake has been comfortable and rewarding. 
2017, however, has been a different story. 
  
On a superficial level, the year began with an abnormal amount of rainfall 
which raised lake levels to historic highs and played havoc with some docks 
and watercraft early in the year. The unusual weather patterns continued 
throughout the summer with the only sustained period of excellent 
temperatures occurring late in September. These factors are minor when 
compared with the more serious developments that occurred during this 
year. 
  
Firstly, the dense vegetation that was initially noted at the site of the new 
public boat launch was positively confirmed as invasive phragmites. Originally, 
the Ministry of Natural Resources had identified them as a native species of 
phragmites. The ELCA initially obtained opinions from three experts who 
concluded that the vegetation was the invasive species. This was later 
confirmed after a site visit conducted by an aquatic ecologist who inspected 
outgrowths at a number of locations and performed the measurements and 
tests needed to conclusively determine that they are invasive. Since his visit 
over twenty locations in both the north and south basins have been mapped. 
Experience in other jurisdictions suggests that this vegetation represents a 
serious threat to the health of Eagle Lake and will be difficult to control or 
eliminate. 
.   Continued on page 2 

AN AERIAL VIEW OF ANGUS BAY! 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER CONTINUED 

NOTICE OF  
CHURCH SERVICE 

 
St. John’s Church located at  

1174 Scarlett Road.  
 
 

Christmas Eve service December 24th 
Both services held at 2pm 

 
Everyone is welcome! 

On September 22, we received a “red alert” informing us that the 
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change had identified 
an outbreak of blue green algae in both Angus Bay and the 
waterfront outside Mikisew Park. This algae has appeared on 
occasion in Lake Bernard and Callendar Bay, but Eagle Lake has 
never recorded a confirmed outbreak. This represents a 
watershed moment for the health of the Lake and a significant 
potential problem, particularly for residents who draw their 
water from the Lake. 
  
The ELCA has brought both of these issues forward to Machar 
Township. We intend to work in partnership with the 
municipality to address both problems with the goal of improving 
the health of Eagle Lake. This will require commitment and effort 
from many people, particularly those who have a vested interest 
in maintaining and improving the health of our Lake. 
  
This newsletter contains more detailed information concerning 
both of these developments. A good first step in addressing these 
environmental threats is enhanced public knowledge and 
positive action. A workshop is planned for Saturday April 28, 
2018 and I encourage all of our members and, indeed, all 
property owners to attend and become part of the solution. 

 
 

CODE RED ALERT 
Machar Township, through our Fire Department, has established a CodeRed system. Residents can register 
with the Fire Department so that they are automatically informed if an emergency situation occurs 
anywhere in our municipality. This happened twice in 2017. Heavy rainfall this spring resulted in the 
flooding of a number of roads to the extent that they became impassable. Those who were informed by 
the CodeRed alert were able to avoid these roads or take other routes. In September an alert was issued 
respecting blue green algae and the potential health risk it presented  which is described in detail 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
The CodeRed system works by having residents register their phone numbers, or other contact 
information, so that they automatically receive an alert when one is issued by Risto Maki our fire chief. 
The system is capable of calling both land lines and cellular phones. Each property can have multiple 
phone numbers associated with it, including home numbers located outside of Machar Township. The Fire 
Department can also text cellular contacts for cellular providers that are part of the registration system. 
Multiple email accounts for each property can be notified as well. Calls that are received by a resident will 
arrive as a “800” number but will always begin with the phrase “This is a CodeRed Message from...”. 
Registering for CodeRed is simple. It can be completed by contacting the website of the South 
River/Machar Fire Department at www.srmfd.com or by phoning their office at 705 386-0066. Based on 
the 2017 experience, the ELCA Board of Directors encourages all members to register in the CodeRed 
system so that they will automatically be informed as soon as an emergency is reported. 

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
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The previous newsletter of the ELCA contained information concerning the phragmites that are growing in both the 
north and south basins of Eagle Lake. At that point we had opinions from three biologists that the species growing 
in the Lake was invasive and represented a serious long term threat to the health of the Lake. Unfortunately, a 
representative from the Provincial Ministry of Natural Resources had previously classified them as a native variety 
of vegetation. 
The ELCA was able to obtain funding from the Federation of Cottagers’ Association of Ontario (FOCA) to hire an 
aquatic ecologist with expertise on invasive species to visit Eagle Lake, examine the locations where the phragmites 
had been identified, and issue a report on his findings. His report is posted on the ELCA website. Robert Canning, 
the biologist, conclusively identified the species of phragmites growing in the Lake as invasive. His report also 
identifies methods of controlling it in a responsible manner. Efforts to eliminate this vegetation that are not 
undertaken properly can actually accelerate the spread of the phragmites. 
Phragmites can spread in a number of ways. At a single site the roots will spread underground, as can be readily 
observed at locations where it has become established on our Lake. Plants also contain seed heads with 
approximately 2,000 seeds per pod which mature in August and can be spread by the wind, animals, and vehicular 
traffic. If plants are removed and not destroyed, preferably by burning, they can continue growing. In addition, 
efforts to remove the roots can free portions of root that can migrate to other areas and begin growing again. This 
is particularly true if someone is trying to dig up roots that are submerged in water. 
Invasive phragmites grow readily on land and in waterways. They can be seen in dense clumps throughout southern 
Ontario on the side of roadways and in the medians of Highway 401. At one of the sites visited by Mr. Canning, on 
Newcombe Road, the phragmites were growing on dry land. At the other sites they were primarily in the water, 
although the roots could be seen sprouting on adjacent the shoreline. They have no natural predators or control 
mechanisms in Ontario. Once established, they emit a toxin from the roots that eliminates other vegetation and 
they continue spreading as a dense monoculture. They have become extremely problematic in other Ontario 
cottage areas particularly parts of Georgian Bay where a group named “Georgian Bay Forever” has been 
undertaking control efforts for the past few years. If not controlled, they continue to expand to the extent that 
lakefront properties become inaccessible because of the dense vegetative barrier the phragmites create. This can 
already be observed at the site of the new public boat launch on Eagle Lake and in parts of Bagshaw Bay. 
The good news is that invasive phragmites can be controlled, but it is a multi-year process that requires 
coordination and a great deal of effort. Herbicides are not a legal option for Eagle Lake. The only practical method 
involves cutting the plants below the surface of the water, removing the vegetation in a covered vehicle that does 
not allow the vegetation to fall out, and then burning it. The ideal time to undertake the cutting is late July or early 
August when the nutrition is out of the roots and into the stems, but before the seed pods have matured. This 
method eliminates the possibility of undertaking a removal effort that actually results in the further spread of the 
vegetation. It is expected that if the recommended cutting process is replicated for a number of years the plants will 
eventually die. 
Mr. Canning’s report has been shared with Machar Township and Council agrees that the phragmites represent a 
serious threat to the health of Eagle Lake. They have been on the Lake for years and are spreading in a number of 
locations. When Mr. Canning visited the Lake, we began at the public boat launch where local residents had 
originally raised concerns about the phragmites that were growing there. Members of the ELCA Board of Directors 
met there with local property owners, Deputy Mayor McLaren and Councillor Bart Wood. This is the location where 
Mr. Canning conducted his most intensive examination after which he, Councillor Wood and I drove to a number of 
other potential problem areas. Subsequent to this, Councillor Wood travelled the entire Lake by boat and identified 
over 20 locations where the phragmites are now established. The most obvious site is located at the Narrows in the 
south basin between the public beach and public dock. 

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com


INVASIVE PHRAGMITES...cont. 

The ELCA intends to work with Machar Township to develop a coordinated approach to 
controlling these phragmites with the ultimate goal of eliminating them from Eagle Lake. 
This will take a great deal of effort on behalf of our volunteers and municipal staff, 
particularly in mid-summer. We intend to begin with a public information session on 
Saturday April 28, 2018. The Township has reserved the community centre on top of the 
ice rink in South River and we are in the process of identifying an expert, or experts, to 
provide the presentation and respond to questions that arise. Because phragmites spread 
so easily, the session will be open to everyone in the surrounding area. It appears they are 
already in Lake Bernard and it would benefit all property owners to be able to readily 
identify this vegetation if it appears and then responsibly eliminate it. This is particularly 
true for property owners on nearby lakes and waterways where phragmites are not 
established.The earlier it is identified, the quicker it can be eliminated. Unfortunately, 
invasive phragmites are well established in Eagle Lake and controlling and eliminating them 
will be challenging. 

•   
• Mike Mitchell  
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INVASIVE PHRAGMITES ON THE LAKE 

LAKE STEWARD RPORT 
 

Let me start off with good news about a young loon that lost it's footing let's say and landed on the 
street in front of my friends place in South River. A kind samaritan got the youngin' into bin and took it to 
Tomsom Park and released into the lake. It dove under the surface right away, and came back up did the 
typical loon wing thing and went on it's way. Now, more people have commented on the declining 
number of water fowl on Eagle. As I've reported in the past this is only going to get worse as our climate 
warms and migrating birds return earlier each spring. There are other factors such as noise that can kill 
the unhatched birds. This can range from thunderstorm activity to fireworks. Predators, changing lake 
levels, shoreline development, deforestation, fire and host of other things are all playing a part in the loss 
of our birds and animals. Did you know that mourning doves have been added to the list of small game 
hunting in Ont.? Unbelievable but true! Robins and blue jays are hunted south of the border. Black birds 
are used as bait by alligator hunters in the southern US and farmers in some states have starting using 
poison pellets on their fields as a form of pest (bird) control.. If you want to help our birds please visit 
Canadian Wildlife Fund and or Bird Studies Canada websites for more info. on how to build, where to 
place and how to maintain both nesting boxes and bat houses. Our birds need winter shelters from the 
cold and storms. These nesting boxes can do just that. One other thing I'd like to mention is that I was 
contacted by a cottager in East Bay two months ago. A gull had showed up on their shoreline and she 
wanted to know what could be done as it didn't appear to be able to eat or fly away. I asked her to check 
for fishing line entanglement. That was not the problem. Unfortunately the bird died and she told me of 
another gull that had washed up dead in the bay. 

LAKE STEWARDS REPORT 

PG.4PG. 4 
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 Upon returning home she contacted the Univ. of 
Guelph and was told it could be a form of botulism. The birds 
contract it from eating infected fish and then developed 
symptoms of an inability to eat resulting in death. Since no 
others were reported let's pray it doesn't happen again. Since 
blue green algae has been found on our lake it can also kill off 
our bird and aquatic animal population if they travel through it. 
Please remember that the health of our lake is everyones 
responsiblity. The use of fertilizers and any other chemicals 
along with poorly maintained septic systems all add to the mix 
in run off into the lake. 
 
Lynn Loney, Lake Steward   

  
  

JB Photography 

 
2018 LITTER PICK-UP - CANCELLED 

 
The annual litter pick up has always been an event the ELCA along with Machar have held in early May. It has been 
a successful event in terms of collecting unwanted litter along the sides of our roads around the lake. It is, to me, 
an event that should not be required. However, it is unfortunate that people still use the roads as a garbage dump 
expecting others to clean up.  
  
The weather this past May was so wet, that our annual litter pick up day was cancelled. 
But, many of you continued to beautify our lake community, picking up litter every time you were out for a walk. 
We ask that you continue to do this throughout the year so this litter does not find it’s way into the lake or hurt 
animals 
  
For 2018, the ELCA Board has regretfully cancelled the annual litter pick up.. We shall need all our resources ( all of 
you) to focus on a big problem affecting our lake: Phragmites, the tall invasive plants which many of you have seen 
growing around the lake. A good example is at the Narrows, and by the new boat launch. 
  
The ELCA has partnered with Machar to host an evening, with a guest speaker, to talk about these Phragmites, 
what they are, where they are around the lake, how they are hurting our shoreline, what to do to eradicate them 
properly, etc. This meeting will be held on April 28, 2018. Please read this and other upcoming newsletters for 
details as they arise. Machar Township will also advertise this event in their newsletter sent out with the first tax 
bill. 
  
This does not mean that we are neglecting the litter around the lake. I encourage everyone to do their part by first 
and foremost not littering, and when seeing litter to pick it up. To our regular summer and year round walkers who 
have been picking up litter, thank you. It is with everyone’s help that our community stays clean and free of 
unwanted litter. 
  
Hope to see many of you at the April 28th meeting. 
  
Christina Schenk 
 

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
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MICHAEL’S ON MAIN 

  The South River/Machar Fire Department recently acquired a tanker 
truck and achieved “Superior Tanker Shuttle Accreditation.” This 
COULD result in a premium discount up to 30%, as underwriters 
consider the tanker to be a mobility fire hydrant. 
  
There may be conditions such as your property being located within a 
certain distance from the Fire Station; however, some underwriters 
have apparently accepted greater distances....SO....SHOP AROUND FOR 
SAVINGS, IF NECESSARY. 
  
This discount, unfortunately, does not apply to the FOCA insurance 
program via Cade & Associates, since their plan's premium is based on 
claims experience, rather than specific tangible underwriting 
information 
  
If your insurer requires a copy of the accreditation, it is available from 
the website of our    Fire Department (www.srmfd.com). As well, Risto 
Maki, Machar's Fire Chief, is willing to answer inqueries at (705) 386-
0066 
 
Culver Riley, ELCA's Insurance Representative 

DON’T FORGET - POTENTIAL COTTAGE INSURANCE SAVINGS 

NEW LOCATION!  
THE RIDGE GOLF COURSE  

328 SUNNY RIDGE ROAD, SUNDRIDGE 

We are now holding functions, meetings, 
and parties at our 92 Main Street 
location.  
Book your Christmas parties 
now.   
Fully catered to meet your needs! If 
that's not to your liking we have a larger 
space for those bigger get togethers at 
our new location. Call Michael 
personally to book your day. 705-384-
5447 

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
http://www.srmfd.com/
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5TH ANNUAL ELCA CALENDARS ON SALE! 

The 2018 ELCA calendars featuring Eagle Lake and its 
surroundings are hot off the press and are now on sale! 
  
There’s no lovelier way to keep track of your appointments 
and special occasions than accompanied by scenes of this 
beautiful area. 
  
On sale for $10, they can be bought at the ELCA’s AGM, at 
the Narrow’s and The Highland Brewery or through your 
neighbourhood ELCA board members. 
  
Calendars make lovely gifts, great stocking stuffers and are 
great for planning out next year’s lake adventures! 
  
Thinking ahead to 2019, we encourage you to send in your 
photos of the lake, its surroundings and of people enjoying 
its beauty. 
  
Photos need to be of high resolution. Please send photos 
to Stephanie Apollonio, stephanieapollonio@gmail.com, or 
call (416) 469-0253.  Photos will be selected by our 
independent designer and may also be published on the 
ELCA website. 

ELCA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – NEW DATE & LOCATION!  

Interested in hearing about what is happening on the 
lake? Looking to check out the town’s newest 
building? 
 
Join the ELCA Board of Directors Saturday, July 21st at 
9am for the Annual General Meeting at the Highland 
Brew Co in South River. 
 
Existing members and new members are welcome to 
join in for this annual event. 
 
Immediately following the AGM, stick around the 
brewery and enjoy a light luncheon reception catered 
by Michael’s on Main and a cash bar to sample one of 
the beers brewed right on site! 
 
Thank you ELCA members for joining us at the 
beginning of summer to connect, share and learn. 
 

JULY 21ST, 2018 

AGM & SOCIAL 

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com
mailto:stephanieapollonio@gmail.com
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES! 
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES 
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES 

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR ELCA MEMBERSHIP FOR 2018.   
A MEMBERSHIP FORM IS ATTACHED FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE. 
 
THE ELCA THANKS ALL IT’S MEMBERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT. 

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR ELCA MEMBERSHIP  

http://www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com


  
 

   
   $25.00 Annually 

Please return form and fee to ELCA,  
Box 539, South River, Ontario P0A 1X0 

    Membership Fee due by August 1st 
  (Can't remember if you've already paid the membership fee? 

 Check the far right side of the mailing label on your snail mail or  
contact us at:  boydf@sympatico.ca 

  
   

  
  

Voting Member (must be property owner): 
  

 Roll Number (from Tax Bill):  ______________________________________________________ 
  

 Change of Address:     Y____ N____    (Please keep your address current) 
  

 Home Address:________________________________________________P.Code___________ 
  

 Eagle Lake Address:  ___________________________________________ P.Code__________ 
  

 Home Ph:(____)_____________ Lake Ph:(____)____________E-Mail:_____________________ 
         Please keep email current 

  
  

Please send newsletters and other correspondence to: E-MAIL ____  Regular mail____ 
    

  
Membership Type: New ____ Renewal _____ 

  
 1 year ($25)_____   2 year ($50)_____   3 year ($70) 5 year   ($100)_____   Other_____________ 

  
I would like to make a donation: $______________ 

  
Are you interested in serving on any of the following committees? (please check)  

  
   Picnic:__ Lake Markers:__Cottage Watch:___ Lake Rehabilitation:___Other(specify):___________ 

  
Comments: 
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