
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PO BOX 539              SOUTH RIVER ON P0A 1X0 
www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com 

 
MISSION: To promote, foster, and improve the quality of the air, water, flora, fauna and the community in and around 
the region of Eagle Lake, Machar Township in the District of Parry Sound, Ontario and to provide a vehicle in which 
persons living on or owning property on such lake may make their interests and views known to all municipal and other 
governmental authorities and each other, for the mutual benefit of the community.  
 
June 2015          

E.L.C.A. Annual General Meeting 
Saturday, August 8th, 2015 

9am at the South River Senior Center 
Followed by the Members Picnic at Mikisew Provincial Park at 1pm 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
          

ELCA President's Message 
 

The good news is that the black flies were almost nonexistent this spring. The bad news is that the mosquitoes 
are worse than ever! Hopefully they will die off when we get a stretch of hot, dry weather, and we will all enjoy 
a long warm summer. 
 
This newsletter identifies the activities and programs that the ELCA will undertake this year. Some of them have 
already begun, or been completed. Last year the Board members completed a membership drive that targeted 
property owners whose membership had lapsed. Most of these residents did not realize that they were no longer 
paid up members of the Association and promptly rejoined. As a result of this initiative, and the addition of new 
members who recently purchased property on the Lake, our membership rose considerably. We will complete a 
similar program this year. If you are uncertain about the currency of your membership, please contact us to 
obtain an update. We encourage people to join early in the calendar year because many of our fixed costs, like 
insurance, are paid up front. 
 
As identified in prior newsletters, the Board is committed to keeping the annual membership fees at $20.00 per 
year. This is substantially less than other similar organizations. One method of doing this is to increase the 
membership. Other efforts have involved reducing expenditures and generating revenue. We have accomplished 
this by limiting the distribution of newsletter and other publications to members only, adding advertisements to 
the newsletter, and creating an annual calendar which has sold well. 
 
Finally, I want to thank the Board members, and other volunteers, who devote considerable time and effort to 
the ELCA initiatives. There are vacant positions on the Board and I encourage members to consider putting their 
names forward for consideration at the AGM. Members who attend the meeting will vote for the Board 
members for 2016. Besides becoming involved in ELCA programs, Board membership provides participants 
with a great deal of knowledge about the Lake. It also involves meeting other lake residents and sharing mutual 
experiences and knowledge. If you are uncertain about what would be involved, contact me, or another member 
of the Board, and we will gladly outline the obligations and benefits of board membership. 



Have a healthy and happy summer. 
 
Mike Mitchell, President 
********************************************************************************** 

Septic Systems: 

As written in the March 2015 newsletter, one of the 
main threats to the water quality of Eagle Lake and 
surrounding waterways is improperly functioning septic 
systems and holding tanks. We encourage everyone to 
be knowledgeable and monitor the condition of their 
system, including the septic bed and surrounding area. If 
you suspect there may be problems due to leakage or 
possibly age, it is recommended you take steps to have 
your system inspected. There is good information 
available on the internet about septic care and 
maintenance. How frequently your tank must be pumped 
depends on the size of the tank, the use it gets and the 
condition of the system. The NB – Mattawa 
Conservation Authority link is provided in this article – 
click on ‘Sewage Systems’. NBMCA is the principal 
authority for the region, regarding permits, inspections 
and complaints.  

Local residents are available, depending on their 
certification, to pump out and dispose of, tank contents 
(see March Newsletter) or are licensed to do an 
inspection of an existing system, or co-ordinate the 
installation of a new or replacement system. One such 
contractor is Brad Gilson – see the advertisement in this 
newsletter. 

Happy flushing! 

North Bay - Mattawa Conservation Authority Link 
*********************************************
********************************************* 
.  

LAKE MARKERS 
 
Thanks to our volunteers, the marker buoys were once 
again placed in the Lake on the May long weekend. 
Everyone who boats on Eagle Lake owes them a debt of 
gratitude for ensuring safe travel through the channels in 
the Lake. 
 
The ELCA has maintained and improved this program 
since the Ministry of Natural Resources stopped placing 
marker buoys in the Lake because of funding cutbacks. 
Besides putting them in every spring and removing them 
in the fall, the program has involved a number of 
significant improvements and expansions over the past 
decades.  

 
Basically, the markers consist of red and green buoys 
that mark channels on both the west and east sides of 
both basins of the Lake through which boats can traverse 
the Lake safely. The ELCA also places three white 
markers to identify a particularly hazardous area in the 
south east section of the south basin. This program was 
extended into the East Bay two years ago because of 
complaints about boaters hitting hazards. Previously, 
boaters unfamiliar with Eagle Lake often assumed that 
East Bay was safe because of the absence of markers. 
Nothing could be farther from the truth! 
 
In the past few years the ELCA has made a substantial 
investment in new buoys. These are larger and more 
visible than the ones we originally used. In addition, the 
older red buoys tended to fade within a few years. Once 
the larger markers were in place, complaints surfaced 
that they were moving during the summer. This was 
primarily the result of the actions of the wind and water 
although, on occasion, fishermen foolishly tied their 
boats to the markers and the resultant additional drag 
moved them out of place. Consequently we purchased 
and installed heavier anchors to reduce this type of 
occurrence. 
 
Despite the heavier anchors, some of the markers are 
still moving out of place and it appears that the ice is 
dragging the floating rope during spring break up. The 
Board of Directors has identified a full review of the 
existing program as a priority for 2015. We intend to 
organize a meeting to discuss methods of improving the 
program. For example, one suggestion tabled involves 
the purchase of Global Positioning System (GPS) 
hardware so that we can register the exact, proper, 
location of each anchor to facilitate finding the rope in 
the spring and repositioning them if they drift during the 
summer. Hopefully those currently involved in the 
program, and those who have assisted in the past, will 
provide the input we require to improve the current 
system. 
 
*********************************************
********************************************* 
 
 
 
 



4TH ANNUAL LITTER PICKUP 
 
What a difference the day makes. The sun was shining, 
and it was pleasantly warm in contrast to the cold, wet 
day we had in 2014! Once again, we met at The Narrows 
bridge area where our ELCA tent was set up. We had 
over 30 volunteers who came out to pick up litter around 
the lake. Thanks to all of you. We also thank our Deputy 
Mayor, Ron McLaren who came out with his wife and 
daughter to support and assist at this event. Councillor 
Bart Wood also came out to assist in beautifying our 
lake area, divesting it from litter. Our thanks go out to 
our firefighters lead by Fire Chief Risto Maki and his 
staff who came out again this year to support this ELCA 
event as well as the Machar landfill site staff. The 
landfill staff came out with a truck and picked up the 
garbage our volunteers had collected.  As successful as 
this event was, we must all remember that keeping our 
lake area clean and free from litter all year round is our 
primary goal. Thank you one and all for coming out to 
support our lake community. 
 

- Christina Schenk 
*******************************************
******************************************* 

 
Lake Steward's Report 

- Lynn Loney 
 
After an incident involving the near drowning of a 
deer, I agreed to go on the lake in South River to 
see this weed growth that the deer became 
entangled in. Shortly after leaving shore the 
propeller on our 25 hp motor became entwisted with 
this weed. I took a sample of it into Bracebridge 
MNR office and Fisheries Biologist Steve Scholten 
told me that several residents from one of the 
Muskoka Lakes had also come to their office about 
the same type of new invasive aquatic plant. Steve 
contacted me days later. After some discussion with 
other MNR staff they believe it is likely “elodea 
canadensis”. Until 3 yrs. ago this plant was never 
seen on Forest Lake in South River. In that same 
time period it has taken over 85 - 90 % of both the 
south and north basins. Canada Geese love to eat it. 
My friends had to remove 2 (6ft.high x 10 ft. wide) 
piles of it last fall in order to remove their dock and 
boat. Within hours the same amount had floated 
back onto their shoreline. This plant can re-establish 
itself within 3-4 days if kept damp, and is believed 
to have been transported from fishing boats used on 
another lake. It looks like the ferns you would see in 
any home aquarium and has balsam tree like 
branches. It will grow in water up to a depth of 

approx. 9 feet. As it dies off in late summer or early 
fall, it floats into shore in huge floating platforms 
and leaves behind a fishy smelling slime that turns 
into a blackened crust on everything it touches.  
	  
PLEASE USE EXTREME CAUTION. 
If you move watercraft from other waterways 
(including the South River), or rent your property 
and allow rental folks to bring their own watercraft 
to this lake.  
*********************************************
*********************************************	  

 
NEWSFLASH!! 

 
What can you look at to keep the January “Blah's at 
bay?? 
What makes for a perfect hostess gift or Xmas stocking 
stuffer? 
 
ANSWER: The 2016 THIRD annual ELCA calendar, of 
course!! 
 
We are pleased to announce the Eagle Lake calendars 
will be hot “off the press” on July 1st, and can be 
purchased from your local ELCA executive member, for 
the same cost as last year:  a mere ($10.00) TEN dollars. 
They will also be available at the Narrows Store and the 
South River Library. 
 
Our calendar features 12 beautiful scenes from our 
beloved lake, submitted by cottagers to Stephanie 
Apollonio (stephanieapollonio@gmail.com.) Phone 
(416) 469-0253. Calendar pictures are selected by our 
independent graphic designer. If you submit a winning 
photo, your name will accompany it in print. 
 
Although it's too late for this calendar, don't forget to get 
your camera ready to shoot pictures for next year: Lake 
Scenes? Wildlife?, Flowers?, Sunsets?, etc. Photos from 
a regular camera have the required pixels (3300 or 
greater), unfortunately, camera phones do not provide 
enough clear resolution. 
 
Happy Picture Taking, you Camera Buffs! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stephanie Apollonio 
Calendar Representative, ELCA 
 
 



DON'T FORGET TO 
SEND IN YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP FOR 
2015 

 
****************************************** 
 

F.O.C.A. / INSURANCE 
 
 
A short note about FOCA (Federation of Ontario 
Cottagers Associations) to which the ELCA (Eagle Lake 
Conservation Association) belongs. Our association is 
one of about 500 similar associations that make up 
FOCA. It is the only province-wide voice for Ontario 
cottagers and waterfront property owners. 
 
As a member of ELCA, (ELCA renews its membership 
each year) we are also automatically members of FOCA 
which, in addition to its advocacy role, provides price 
discounts for things such as “Cottage Life” magazine, 
C.P.S. Boating courses, etc.  
 
To be aware of all that FOCA offers, you should 
subscribe to FOCA's “Elert”, their official email 
newsletter at:  www.foca.on.ca 
 
FOCA also sponsors a cottage-oriented INSURANCE 
PROGRAM through Cade Associates 
(www.cottagefirst.com) advertised as quite competitive 
relative to most other insurance programs. This program 
should be of particular interest to those whose principal 
residence is their cottage or who insure their cottage and 
its various exposures separately from their principal 
residence. 
 
Submitted by Culver Riley,  
FOCA representative, ELCA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALMAGUIN QUILTERS GUILD SHOW 
 

Almaguin Quilters' Guild have been kept very busy. 
preparing for their upcoming quilt show. As in 
2012, 'Quilting in the Country' will take place  

at the Sohm Homestead, 167 Bunker Hill Road, 
South River, in their refurbished barn.  The artful 
displays will showcase the talents and skills of the 
guild members. Rain or shine, come see beautiful 

fibre arts on August 8 and 9th, 2015 from 10 am to 
4 pm. 

Hope to see you there! 
 
 

******************************************
****************************************** 

 
 
OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 
DURING JULY AND AUGUST 
************************************** 

 
	  



 
 
 

 
 

Annual ELCA Picnic at Mikisew Provincial Park 
Saturday August 8, 2015 

1pm 
Please mark Saturday August 8, 2015 on your 
calendars! Don't miss out on fun in the sun 
during the ELCA picnic! There is something 

there for everyone. Lots of familiar faces and 
some new ones too. It's a great opportunity to 

reconnect with long time Eagle Lake friends as 
well as meet some new ones. Families and their 
guests can enjoy BBQ hot dogs, corn on the cob, 

cake, munchies and a variety of cool drinks..did 
I mention that this is all free for members and their families. 

              There will be games and prizes for the kids! Once again put 
on your creative caps as the family sand castle 

building contest will take place down at the 
beach after the games! Can't wait to see you all 

there! 

 



                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Brad Gilson 

Du-All Contracting 
And Logging 

20 Years Experience 

 
CONTACT: 

Home:  705-386-2317 
Cell:  705-499- 0316 
Fax:  705-386-0658 

slashergilson@gmail.com 

 
Rob Gilson 
Backhoeing 

40 Years 
Experience 

SERVICES 
 

-Dump Truck Hauling 
-Road Building 
-Licensed Septics 
-Basements 
-Landscaping 
-Logging 
-Driveway Snow   
Removal 
-Road Plowing 

FREE 
QUOTATIONS 

 
WE ARE THE FASTEST 
& MOST EXPERIENCED 

WITH 
 

THE LOWEST PRICES 
 

FOR LICENSED SEPTIC 
SYSTEMS, ETC. 

GRAVEL ETC. 
 

-AGRAVEL 
-BGRAVEL 
-QUARRY ROCK 
-LANDSCAPING ROCK 
-TOPSOIL 
-BEACH SAND 
-FILTER SAND 
-SEPTIC STONE 

 
 
 

 AGROFF ELECTRIC  
705-492-7790  
ECRA/ESA# 7009844  
Specializing in Residential, also offering commercial 
and industrial services  
20+ Years Experience  
Competitive Rates  
Located Minutes from South River and Sundridge  
  
Available 24/7 
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     Phone:  705-386-2272 or 705-386-1216 
     284 Hwy 124. Box 570, South River, ON. 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


