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PO BOX 539, SOUTH RIVER, ON P0A 1X0 

www.eaglelakeconservationassociation.com 

President’s Letter - November 2014 
 

I hope this newsletter finds everyone well and 
settled in for winter.  After one of the worst 
summers on record, with respect to weather, it 
appears by the amount of snowfall that Eagle 
Lake has already received, winter has come 
early. While this is not welcome news for those 
who dislike the cold and shovelling the white 
stuff, hopefully it foreshadows a long enjoyable 
season for the snowmobilers.  
 

In 2014, the ELCA conducted a very successful 
membership drive which we will replicate next 
year. It is of great assistance if you register 
early in 2015 so that we can focus on non-
members, particularly those who may not real-
ize that their membership has lapsed. By main-
taining a robust membership we are able to 
cover our fixed expenses without increasing the 
annual fee. 
 

The lake marker program is, perhaps, the most 
visible project undertaken by the ELCA. The 
volunteers who place them in the Lake early 
each spring and remove them late in the fall 
play a large role in ensuring safe boating in the 
Lake, particularly for those with limited 
knowledge of the many hazards that are pre-
sent in Eagle Lake. We all owe them our thanks 
for the valuable work that they do. 
 

Despite the recent replacement of the anchors 
with heavier ones that are capable of holding 

the new, larger marker buoys, we received 
complaints that some markers were not situat-
ed in the correct location this summer. It ap-
pears that the ice is still able to reposition the 
heavier anchors so the floating rope isn’t where 
it was left in the fall. The Board of Directors 
has identified the development of a solution to 
this as a priority for the coming year. One sug-
gestion involved the determination of the pre-
ferred location for each marker, and then the 
identification of their GPS coordinates. Hopeful-
ly, this will allow our volunteers to quickly iden-
tify anchors that have moved and (hopefully) 
relocate them to their original spot. If you wish 
to become involved in this project, please let 
me know early on as it is the type of project we 
only want to undertake once.  
 

If you are among those that snowmobile in the 
Almaguin area, please remember to support 
the Near North Snowdrifters Snowmobile Club 
by purchasing your trail permit at The Eagle 
Lake Narrows Store or some other local busi-
ness. If you are purchasing online, please 
check the box for the Almaguin area so the 
money stays in Almaguin. The Club volunteers 
do an excellent job of developing and maintain-
ing the local trail system and deserve our sup-
port. 
 

On behalf of our Board of Directors, I wish you 

all a healthy and happy Christmas and New 

Years. 

- Mike Mitchell 

Charter Mandate: To promote, foster, and improve the quality of the air, water, flora, fauna and the community in and around 
the region of Eagle Lake, Machar Township in the District of Parry Sound, Ontario and to provide a vehicle in which persons 
living on or owning property on such lake may make their interests and views known to all municipal and other governmental 
authorities and each other, for the mutual benefit of the community. 
  
March 2014                           Interim Editor:  Shirley Brown 



2014 Municipal Election Results 
for Machar Township 
 

For this election two candidates were registered for 
the mayoral race and eight ran for the four council 
vacancies. Lynda Carleton was elected as our new 
mayor. She has extensive experience on Machar 
Council and has served as Deputy Mayor in the 
past. Ron McLaren was re-elected to Council and is 
the only member of the previous Council to return. 
Former Mayor Harvey Pinkerton has returned to 
Council. Blair Flowers and Bart Wood are new 
members to Council. We wish them all well for the 
next four years. Forty seven percent of the eligible 
voters exercised their right to vote.   (862 voters 
out of 1836 eligible voters) 
 

Over the years the Board of Directors for the ELCA 
has developed a positive working relationship with 
Council. For example, the Mayor or Deputy Mayor 
has attended our Annual General Meeting for years 
to explain the progress made by the municipality, 
outline the challenges it faces, and respond to 
questions from our members. The ELCA and Coun-
cil co-funded the consultant study into the capacity 
of Eagle Lake, and, for the last three years, have co
-sponsored our annual litter pick up day. We look 
forward to continuing this mutually beneficial rela-
tionship with our new Council members. 
 

The ELCA does not advocate for any particular per-

son running for office but we do encourage our 

members to vote. Council members in Machar are 

not reimbursed at a very high rate, and devote a 

considerable amount of time to the benefit of our 

community. A number of years ago Council decided 

to approve additional costs so that seasonal resi-

dents are able to vote by mail. Hopefully, those 

that are not permanent residents took the oppor-

tunity to participate in the election. Once again the 

volunteers from the South River Lions Club orga-

nized an “All Candidates” meeting where the public 

could attend to meet the candidates from both 

South River and Machar, listen to their positions, 

and ask questions. Relative to other nearby munici-

palities, we have been fortunate in Machar because 

successive councils, and the municipal staff, have 

maintained superior levels of service without incur-

ring any debt. 

 

- Mike Mitchell 



ELCA 2015 Calendar Report 
 
 
Our 2nd Annual ELCA calendar, featuring pho-
tos taken by Eagle Lake cottagers, was, once 
again, an artistic success!  I am sure most of 
you would agree. 
 
If you have not purchased your 2015 calen-
dar, they are available for at the Eagle Lake 
Narrows store, or contact: 
 
Stephanie Apollonio 
sapollonio@lycos.com 
416-469-0253  
 
Christina Schenk 
christinatoutounis@yahoo.ca 
705-386-0772 

 
Mailing costs in Canada are as follows: 
 

 

The 2016,  3rd Annual ELCA Calendar is eager-
ly awaiting photos, so please forward them to 
Stephanie at the above email address. We 
need your input to keep up our high pictorial 
standards. 
 

- Rosemary Riley and Stephanie Apollonio 
 
P.S.  Calendars make great Stocking Stuffers! 

# of calendars Mailing Fee 

1 $5.80 

2 $7.00 

3 $8.78 

More than 3 Please enquire 

Membership 
   
The volunteer members of the Eagle Lake 
Conservation Association must be congratulated on a 
job well done this past summer. Although many of us 
had families and friends visiting during this time, we 
were able to conduct a membership drive in August, 
visiting many homes and cottages around the lake to 
meet new residents and gather new memberships. 
We were welcomed by many people who are truly 
interested in the welfare of the lake and want to 
support the work of the ELCA.  
 
The $20 annual membership fee, due at the start of 
each year, is minimal considering that this pays for 
annual costs such as the testing of lake water, the 
annual litter pick up, the picnic and children's games, 
the newsletter, etc.  The funding provided by 
members has also paid for upgrades to the marker 
buoy program including new, larger, more visible 
buoys, heavier anchors, and stronger gauge floating 
rope. In the past membership fees have funded 
annual stocking of rainbow trout and special projects 
like the recent lakeshore capacity study. 
 

It is with volunteer members' help that the activities 
of the ELCA continue. The markers are put out and 
taken in each year, and the accumulated litter around 
our beautiful lake is picked up, primarily by our 
members. We take pride in the beauty we all wake 
up to each morning. This was expressed to us as we 
visited families around the lake during the 
membership drive.  
 
It is helpful if you renew your membership at the 
start of each year or, preferably, renew for a number 
of years. Many of our fixed costs, such as insurance 
and fees for FOCA, must be paid early in the calendar 
year. If you are in doubt about the status of your 
membership, please send us an email and we will be 
glad to let you know if your membership is in good 
standing.                                                                                                
 

- Christina Schenk 



 



WE ALL WANT TO KEEP OUR LAKE 
CLEAN AND BEAUTIFUL 

 
Please join us for our 

4th Annual Litter Pick-up 
 

Date:  Saturday, May 2nd, 2015 
Registration:  The Narrows 

Time:  9:30am 
Lunch and Refreshments served 

 
PLEASE BRING A PAIR OF WORK GLOVES 

 AND 
DON’T FORGET 

TO MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR 

E.L.C.A 
Picnic 
2014 
 
Char-broiled hotdogs, buttery corn, juicy watermelon 
and chocolaty cake!!!  
 
Now that I have your attention, let’s hear about the 
annual E.L.C.A picnic!  This year’s event couldn’t have 
been better!   
 
With the sun shining, hot dogs on the grill and families 
mingling, it was an event that shouldn’t have been 
missed!  It was wonderful to see new members and 
their children as well as the familiar faces that have 
continued to make this event a yearly tradition.  It was 
such fun to hear the children giggling as they played a 
variety of fun games and such a delight to see their 
smiles as they each received a prize for their efforts!  
The recently added sand castle building contest was a 
challenge that the entire family was willing to take on!   
 
Thank you to everyone on the E.LC.A board for 
organizing this special event but mostly thank you to all 
the members of the E.L.C.A for continuing to join us and 
making our picnic such a success!   
 
We are truly looking forward to gathering once again on 
Saturday, August 8, 2015! 
 

- Andrea Nieuwland 

 



POLICING COSTS FOR MACHAR TOWNSHIP 

 

In the 2012 report of the Auditor General of 
Ontario an entire section was devoted to the 
Ontario Provincial Police. The Auditor was 
extremely critical about a number of aspects of 
the organization and its operation. Among 
these criticisms was concern about the formula 
used by the OPP to chargeback municipalities 
for policing costs. The report concluded that, 
“The charging practises for the OPP’s services 
was complex and onerous ... not well 
understood by municipalities”.  The Report 
included a recommendation that the OPP “seek 
ways to simplify, and make more transparent, 
its cost recovery methods”. 
 

For the past year the Province has worked to 
develop a new formula. An early draft was 
circulated for comment and the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario struck a working 
group to develop changes. While the original 
draft has been modified, the basic premise 
remains unchanged. The largest component of 
the cost (60% on average) is levied on a per 
property basis while the remainder is based on 
a complex workload calculation. The OPP 
maintain that the total cost of their municipal 
policing has not been increased but has been 
reallocated. In effect, relative to the current 
formula, costs have increased for smaller rural 
municipalities like Machar Township, and 
decreased for larger urban municipalities 
where, ironically, police workload rates are 
normally higher. On top of this, unorganized 
communities will continue to receive OPP 
policing at no cost. 
 

For Machar, the ultimate result means that our 
total policing costs will rise from around 
$83,000 in 2014, to almost $228,000. This will 
be phased in over a number of years but 
nonetheless we will eventually create a 275% 
increase, with the eventual cost reaching 
almost $260 per property, per year. The ELCA, 
as well as many other concerned associations 
and municipalities, complained to the Premier 
about the inequity of this new formula and the 
unrealistic tax burden it places on smaller 
municipalities. It is now apparent that no 
further changes will be made. Our taxes will 

increase substantially because of the increased 
policing costs and there is nothing that Machar 
Council can do to avoid these increases. 
Nothing in the correspondence from the OPP 
suggests that we will receive any additional 
police service or that the OPP will upgrade its 
level of reporting or accountability to the 
municipalities that incur these significant cost 
increases. 
 

If the increased costs for policing are treated in 

the same fashion as other municipal services, 

lakefront property owners will be burdened 

with a disproportionate share of the total 

chargeback from the OPP. This is a result of the 

Market Value Assessment that the Province 

imposed on municipalities a number of years 

ago. I will be writing to Council to request that, 

because the policing costs are now calculated 

on a per property basis, the municipal tax 

calculation should reflect this. That is, each 

property would pay an equal amount of the 

policing costs, reflecting the provincial 

chargeback rate for that year. 

 

- Mike Mitchell 

If you own a business 
 

in the South River area 
 

and would like to advertise  
 

in our newsletter 
 

and/or on our website, 
 

please contact Fay Boyd at 
 

boydf@sympatico.ca 
   

for information 
 

and advertising rates 



Voting member #1 (must be proper ty owner):___________________________________________________ 
 
 Roll # (from Tax Bill):  ________________________________ Change of Address?     Y____ N____               

 (Please keep your address current) 
 
 Home Address _____________________________________________________Postal Code___________ 
 
 Eagle Lake Address _________________________________________________Postal Code___________ 
 
 Home Phone___________________    Lake Phone___________________ Cell Phone_________________ 
  
 E-Mail:___________________________________________ 
 
Voting member #2: ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 Home Address: (If different from above):_____________________________________________________ 
 
 Home Phone ____________________ E-Mail:  ________________________________________________ 
 
Please send newsletters and other correspondence to:   #1: email_____ or regular mail_____ 
       OR     #2: email_____ or regular mail_____   
 
Membership Type:   New ____ Renewal _____  1 year ($20)_____ 2 year ($40)_____ 5 year ($100)_____ 
Other_____________ 
 
I would like to make a donation: $______________ 
 
Are you interested in serving on any of the following committees? (please check)  
 
   Picnic____   Lake Markers____   Cottage Watch____   Lake Rehabilitation____   
 
   Other (specify)___________________ 
 
Comments: 
 

NOTE: As per  changes to the constitution approved at the 2011 AGM, each membership entitles you to two (2) voting 
members - one must be the property owner and the second can be any relative of the property owner who also uses your cottage. 
You must indicate on the form below who you want the voting members to be.             
 

ELCA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
(January - December) 

Please return form and fee to 
ELCA, Box 539, South River, Ontario P0A 1X0 

 

(Can't remember if you've already paid the membership fee?  Check the far right side of 
the mailing label on your snail mail or contact 

Fay Boyd - boydf@sympatico.ca) 


