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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hopefully everyone has stayed warm and dry over what
has been an unusually cold and snowy winter. On the
upside, the snowmobilers are enjoying one of the best
seasons in many years. Hopefully they purchased their
trail permits locally to support our local club.
For the past few weeks we have begun to receive membership renewals in response to the fall newsletter. It is
gratifying to observe the positive response we are receiving. Many of our most significant costs, such as the
annual insurance premium and the FOCA membership,
are paid at the beginning of the year, so it is beneficial
to have the memberships processed early in the year. I
would particularly like to thank those who included a
donation along with their membership fee.
This is the third edition of the ELCA Newsletter to contain advertisements for local businesses. It has the advantage of providing additional revenue for our Association and encouraging our members to support local businesses. The annual fee for membership in the ELCA has
been held at $20.00 per year for decades. Many of our
expenses have increased steadily over this period. Although other similar Associations have had to increase
their fees to $25.00 or $30.00, our Board of Directors
have implemented initiatives, such as the newsletter advertising, to find other revenue sources so that we can
maintain our relatively low annual fee.
Among other initiatives is to reduce costs whenever possible. For example, we found suppliers for the food and
supplies for our annual picnic that were less costly. The
litter pickup day is co-sponsored with Machar Township
as was the recent study on Lake phosphorous level. At
various times we have sold clothing with the ELCA logo
as a fundraiser. Last year we published a 2014 calendar
which included a variety of beautiful pictures from the
Lake. The calendar was a huge success and sold out
quickly. This year the Board is ordering substantially

more calendars and, because the price of production per
calendar has been reduced, we hope to raise more
money.
The Board has also decided to reverse longstanding policies with respect to the distribution of the ELCA Newsletter. For years, all three editions produced each year have
been sent to all lake residents for which we have a current address, whether they were members or not. This is
not problematic for those with E-mail addresses because
there is little, if any, direct cost for copying it to them.
However, mailing has become a costly venture. It is also
extremely time consuming for the volunteers who have
to produce the hard copy and then prepare and stuff the
envelopes. Purchasing envelopes, stamps and address
labels, in addition to printing costs, results in a cost of
almost $2.00 per newsletter. With postage rates scheduled to increase dramatically, there is no possibility for
continuing mail outs to non-members without increasing
annual fees. Beginning with this edition, except for the
fall newsletter which will continue to be mailed or
emailed to everyone, only ELCA members whose annual
membership has been paid will receive all three newsletters. As always, we prefer to distribute it electronically
because the three annual editions result in an expenditure of $6.00 per member per year. If you receive a
mailed copy and have an E-mail address, please advise
us of it so that we can distribute it to you electronically.
There are a number of issues outlined in this edition that
we will continue to track throughout the year. As always
we encourage comments, suggestions, and feedback
from all of our members. Please feel free to contact me,
or any of our Board members, if you think there are improvements that we can make to our activities and programs.
I hope you all enjoy a happy and healthy 2014 at the
Lake.
- Mike Mitchell

MACHAR TOWNSHIP ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
Machar Township was established in 1875 and incorporated on January 1, 1889. It was named after the Reverend John Machar and this year marks the 125th anniversary of the municipal incorporation.
To celebrate this anniversary, the Township is organizing
a special event on Saturday, June 28th during the Canada Day weekend. It will be held in conjunction with the
South River Lion’s Club at the South River fairgrounds.
The event organizers will provide live music and an opportunity for local artisans to display their work. Free
food and drink will be provided to attendees, and the
organizing committee is developing other attractions that
will be of interest to attendees of all ages.
A brochure about the history of Machar Township will be
made available to anyone attending. For those of you
who would like to learn more about the history of our
Township, Marion Morris has published the book;
“Journey through Whispering Pines” A History of the
Township of Machar 1875-2000, which provides insight
into the many historical factors that served to develop
this area. The book is available at the Township of
Machar Municipal office for $25.00.
Last year’s Canada Day celebrations in South River were
impressive and the events planned for 2014 should even
top that. We encourage everyone to attend what will be
an enjoyable celebration. More details about the planned
events will be included in our next newsletter and on the
Township website. If you are interested in volunteering
to assist with this event, please contact the Lion’s Club.
See you on June 28th!

JOE BROWN
It is with great sadness that I inform our members of
the death of Joe Brown. Those of us who had the
pleasure of meeting Joe, and getting to know him, understand the many valuable contributions that he made
to the ELCA and the local community in general. Both
Joe and Shirley Brown were active Association members
for years, and Shirley still edits this newsletter which is
the main mechanism through which the Board of Directors maintains contact with the members.
Joe had a long and successful career in the automobile
industry, but as soon as he retired, he and Shirley sold
their house in Burlington to live full time on Eagle Lake.
Joe became a member of our Board and, ultimately, the
President. He was instrumental in the creation of the
Cottage Watch program, the Lake Planning project, improvements to the annual picnic, and a number of other
important initiatives. He also served for an extended
period as a member of Machar Township Council.
He was a person who truly enjoyed his life, his home,
his family and his many friends. He believed that everyone should put out the effort to support and improve
their local community.
For the past few years Joe experienced a number of
serious medical problems. He coped with them in his
usual optimistic, positive manner, and visits with him
always included the same intensity, good humour, great
stories, and insightful observations about cars, politics,
and life in general. On February 2nd, Joe passed away.
On February 20th, a truly moving celebration of his life
took place in South River. Many of us who knew Joe got
the opportunity to relate individual stories and remembrances that really defined the admiration, respect and
affection that we all felt for him.
Joe Brown was a credit to our community, and it was an
honour to have him as a friend.

COMMUNICATIONS TOWER
Based on the feedback received by our Board members, the vast majority of lake residents were disappointed when the plans to construct a new communications tower near Eagle Lake were cancelled last year.
Despite rumours that have circulated, the ELCA did not
oppose the construction of the tower, and almost all of
the members who were on the Board of Directors at
that time supported the initiative. Ultimately a new plan
was developed that involved retrofitting an existing
tower that is in close proximity to the Lake. This involves a considerable amount of work and is one project in a larger initiative that involves 170 different
sites.
The Eagle Lake project requires a major reconditioning
of the existing tower while it continues being operational. The concrete foundations must be replaced and the
reinforcement mechanisms will be upgraded. Crews
have been on site since last year and, at one point,

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Last year the ELCA, in partnership with Machar Township, funded a “Lakeshore Capacity Assessment” for
Eagle Lake. The study was completed by Hutchinson
Environmental Services. Unfortunately, the study concluded that both basins of the Lake were “highly sensitive to phosphorous loading” which presents a substantial threat to the health of the Lake. The full lake capacity assessment report is available on the Machar
Township website. Phosphorous created damage is a
threat to even the biggest lakes in Ontario. Lake
Simcoe now requires millions of dollars in funding to
limit and reverse the damage caused by excessive
phosphorous loading over the years.
In the summer of 2011, Lake Erie experienced the
largest bloom of toxic blue-green algae ever recorded.
It covered almost one-sixth of the surface of the lake.
The causes were traced to agricultural run-off and

they hoped that the refurbished tower would be
completed by last November. For a number of reasons,
that target was not met.
The Bell representative has informed the ELCA that
work is continuing on the project despite the severe
weather with which the work crews have had to
contend. The objective of the project is to improve the
capacity of the tower so that cellular phone service and
high speed internet access can be expanded to serve
most of the Eagle Lake area, although certain locations
may still require the use of a portable hub. The tower
project will also provide enhanced communication
service for our fire fighters, particularly in the more
remote areas of the municipality where they now have
to work with intermittent, or no, effective
communications.
The target completion date is now the end of May of
this year. Hopefully the weather will begin to improve so
that the work crews can complete the project by the
long weekend of that month.

sewage. Everyone should be aware that good septic
systems keep our lake clean. Leaking Septic systems and
holding tanks will produce unwanted algae in our lake,
damaging the habitat of the lake. We all enjoy seeing
ducks, loons, herons, fish, turtles, etc., and want to
continue to do so; as much as we would like to continue
to swim, and use watercraft on Eagle Lake.
A local septic installer quoted that an average price for
the installation of a new septic system is $10,000. There
are variations to this depending on the number of
bedrooms, size of the lot, type of soil, etc. Keeping our
septic and holding tanks pumped, maintained, or
replaced as needed will only improve the quality of our
lake.
For cottage owners who have any septic concerns please
call the North Bay-Mattawa Conservation Authority at
(705) 474-5420. All calls are confidential.
- Christina Schenk

LITTER PICK UP DAY
For the third successive year, Machar Township and the
ELCA will be sponsoring a litter pick up day for Eagle
Lake. Based on the success of last year’s event, the
same weekend has been chosen for 2014. It will take
place on Saturday, May 3rd.
This initiative is intended to clean up the roadways
around the Lake and provide volunteers with the opportunity to beautify the lake environment. As in the previous efforts, the event will be centred at the Narrows
where participants will gather before 10am. Two member teams of volunteers will each be assigned a particular stretch of road. They are also provided with the garbage bags and other equipment they require. All that
the volunteers are asked to bring are proper gloves,
footwear, and clothing, in addition to their normal high
level of enthusiasm.
After completing their assigned routes, volunteers return
to the narrows for lunch and an opportunity to visit with
the other participants. The actual time spent on the litter
pick up averages between one and two hours.
The litter pick up day offers everyone on the Lake with
the opportunity to participate in a worthwhile spring
clean up. For those of us who have volunteered in the
past, it also provided an excellent opportunity to meet
other lake residents and enjoy a very enjoyable morning. We can always use more help. Please join us on
May 3rd.

PHOTOS NEEDED!
LOOKING FORWARD TO ELCA’S 2015 CALENDAR
2014 Calendars are Sold- out! ELCA’s 2014 calendars
were very popular and are now hanging behind your
desks and tracking your appointments and birthdays.
The ELCA intends to produce substantially more
calendars for next year.
So….It’s now time to prepare our 2015 version! Please
send in your photos to be included in this 12- page
display of Eagle Lake’s finest scenes and memories.
Photos need to be of high resolution. Send photos to
Stephanie Apollonio, sapollonio@mailcity.com, (416) 469
-0253. Selections will be made by our independent
Designer. Calendars will be available as of July 1st,
2014, for $10.00 each.

SKIP INTO SPRING
The South River Curling Club is sponsoring an evening
of exciting fashions, with entertainment and
refreshments, Thursday, May 1st at 7:30 pm. It will be
held at the Almaguin Highlands Secondary School,
located on Mountainview Drive where it meets
Highway 124 between South River and Sundridge.
Proceeds from this fashion show will support the SRCC
Renovation Fund. Tickets are $15 and available from
SRCC members. You can also pick them up in
Powassan (Jamie’s Flowers and Giftware), South River
(Kwikway), Sundridge (Zak’s), and Burks Falls
(Kwikway). Tickets can also be purchased online at:
www.zakssundridge.ca
Plan to attend this worthwhile fund raising event with
fashions by Zak’s! Everyone is welcome whether you
are a curler or not. For those of you interested in
participating in the local Curling Club event, the
evening offers you an opportunity to meet with
members of the Club in a relaxed and informal setting.
See you there!

DONATE YOUR COTTAGE FOR A WEEK
We all know how special and wonderful a stay on Eagle
Lake can be. Consider sharing this experience through
Cottage Dreams.
Cottage Dreams is a charitable program that offers
recent cancer survivors and their loved ones a week at a
private, donated cottage following treatment, to relax,
reconnect and have some fun. Since 2003, Cottage
Dreams has hosted over 10,000 survivors at cottages
across Ontario.
This program is available to any survivor, of any age,
with any type of cancer up to 2 years after completing
treatment to provide much needed time away from
doctors, hospitals and appointments. It provides families

time to celebrate their recovery in the great outdoors,
using nature as a part of the family’s healing process.
The visit begins on Sunday at 2 pm and ends on Friday
at 12 pm, so the cottage owners still get to use their
cottage on the weekend. Tax receipts will be issued
based on the current market price for a one-week rental.
Think about lending your Eagle Lake cottage for a week
this spring, summer or fall.
Contact:
Cottage Dreams Cancer Recovery Initiative,
The Village Barn,
195 Highland St. P.O. Box 1300,
Haliburton, ON K0M 1S0
Phone: 705.457.9100 | Fax: 705.457.9188
E-mail: info@cottagedreams.org

MACHAR 125th ANNIVERSARY
Celebrations will begin with
“Songs for Machar”
a light and enjoyable concert,
on Thursday June 26th
at Chalmers United Church,
South River,
@ 7:30 p.m.
Produced by Bette Kitchen
and sponsored by South ‘River Lions.

If you own a business
in the South River area
and would like to advertise
in our newsletter
and/or on our website,

This Local talent evening will be well worth
your while if you are in the area. No tickets
required, donation if desired to the Lions.
If you would like to take part in the program
or know someone who should,
please contact
John McDermott @ 705 386 2633
or
John Kellough @ 705 386 2879
or kellough@ontera.net

please contact
boydf@sympatico.ca
for information
and advertising rates

