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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

I am sure that now that the good weather has arrived, 
and the mosquitoes are (hopefully) about to leave, we 
are all looking forward to a great summer at the Lake. 
The ELCA has already begun its annual projects and, 
despite some inclement weather, co-hosted the third 
litter pick up day with Machar Township.  It was the 
most successful yet. The largest turnout to date allowed 
our volunteers to cover all of the roads surrounding the 
Lake. 
 

The water level is still unusually high but the volunteers 
have already placed the markers throughout both Lake 
basins. Everyone should be aware that these mark chan-
nels through which boats can pass safely. Nevertheless, 
boaters should proceed with extra caution until they be-
come familiar with these routes. 
 

We truly appreciate the efforts of all the volunteers who 
ensure that these projects, and all of the others under-
taken by the ELCA, are successful. I encourage any of 
you who have not participated in our activities to give it 
a try. All of the projects offer an opportunity to help in 
activities that benefit everyone who uses the Lake. They 
also provide an opportunity to meet with other Lake resi-
dents who share a commitment to maintain and improve 
the quality of Eagle Lake and the property around it. 
 

Many of the articles in this edition are focused on local 
community organizations that provide valuable services 
that are available to all South River/Machar residents, 
including ELCA members. As an organization we value 
their assistance in completing many of our yearly initia-
tives. For example, since the pavilion in Mikisew Park 
was demolished, the South River Lion’s Club has provid-
ed tents for shelter during the annual ELCA picnic. This 

year was also the first time we erected a Lion’s Club tent 
at the Narrows for the Litter Pick Up day, and it was in-
valuable. 
 

The South River Legion provides meeting space for most 
of our Board of Director’s meetings, and the South River 
Seniors’ Centre allows us to use their hall each August 
for our Annual General Meeting which precedes the Pic-
nic. Access to these facilities is invaluable to the ELCA. 
All of these community organizations, and others like the 
local food bank, rely on volunteer members and support 
from the community. If you would like to become in-
volved please contact them to learn more about their 
individual goals and activities. 
 

2014 marks the 125th anniversary of the creation of 
Machar Township. The ELCA Board members are assist-
ing the Township and the many volunteers who are 
working diligently to ensure the celebration is successful. 
Detailed information about the various events is con-
tained in this newsletter. I realize it can be difficult to 
tear yourself away from the Lake to attend events in 
town, particularly if your time at Eagle Lake is restricted. 
However, last year I attended the Canada Day celebra-
tions in South River and was sufficiently impressed to 
commit to being there whenever possible. This year the 
125th celebration for Machar has been planned to include 
a variety of different events that will be of interest and 
enjoyment for people of all ages, with particular empha-
sis on young people.  
 

I encourage everyone to take some time and participate 
in the celebration of our history and our future. 
 

Have a happy and safe summer. 
 

Mike Mitchell 

  

Charter Mandate: To promote, foster, and improve the quality of the air, water, flora, fauna and the community in and around 
the region of Eagle Lake, Machar Township in the District of Parry Sound, Ontario and to provide a vehicle in which persons 
living on or owning property on such lake may make their interests and views known to all municipal and other governmental 
authorities and each other, for the mutual benefit of the community.  
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LAKE STEWARD’S REPORT 
 
It was another great smelt fishing season this year, 
although the fish were really small in size.  Small 
but oh so yummy!  While out fishing always re-
member to bring home all discarded fishing line 
and bait.  Never dump bait buckets into the lake.   
 
It's also time to wash and put away all your winter 
bird feeders and time to get out your hummingbird 
feeders.  Food coloring is NOT necessary.  Just mix 
slightly one part white table sugar to two parts wa-
ter, shake or stir until the sugar is fully dis-
solved.  Fill your feeder and store the remainder in 
the fridge.  Change the sugar water in your feeders 
often to keep it fresh and try to hang it in an area 
out of direct sunlight.  This will help prevent the 
liquid from going sour and also forming mold which 
is toxic to the little ones.   
 
It's also campfire season.  Never leave any camp-
fire or fire unattended.  Make sure your fire is 
properly extinguished before retiring for the night 
or leaving it.  No one ever wants to be responsible 
for starting a forest fire.  Please also be mindful of 
Machar's fire by-laws.  Fire permits are required for 
all fires larger than one foot by one foot. 

COTTAGE PROPERTY/LIABILITY INSURANCE 
 
If you insure your cottage separately from your 
principal residence, you should be aware of dis-
counts available to those who can provide evidence 
of being a member of the Federation of Ontario 
Cottage Associations (F.O.C.A.) or one of its mem-
ber associations, such as the Eagle Lake Conserva-
tion Association (E.L.C.A.) 
 
1. A Huntsville broker, Hutcheson, Reynolds and       

Coswell Insurance (705-789-0101) at one time 
was offering an annual discount of $200. 

 
2. Recently, Cade Associates Insurance Brokers, 

Toronto (416-234-9980) – who provide insur-
ance coverage for ELCA via their program for 
FOCA members – has recently developed a pro-
gram for individual cottagers with premium lev-
els to rival any known discounts available in 
Ontario. 

 
Note: regarding #1 above, ELCA can provide evi-
dence of membership via a letter to verify a five-
year membership ($20 x 5 = $100.) This long-term 
membership results in less paperwork on ELCA's 
part!!! 
 
Like most things in life, it pays to look around for 
the best deals available! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Culver Riley, FOCA Representative 



Eagle Lake Conservation Association has created 
this document to help you keep your lake paradise 
well maintained for lasting benefits – for you, your 
guests and Eagle Lake.  After all, you have chosen 
this particular spot as your special place to relax, to 
play, to fish, to boat....a place to dream dreams and 
be happy! 
 
Your shoreline is defined by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources as “The ribbon of Life” - where land, 
water and air meet - a vital link providing plants 
and wildlife the resources they need for life.  The 
ELCA community has grown up along the water’s 
edge and we all continue to return here to rest and 
restore our spirits. 
 
Some of us live at Eagle Lake and experience its 
magic every day.  Our health, our children’s health 
and the long term value of our waterfront property 
depend on how we care for the shore - ”The Ribbon 
of Life”. 
 
Simple Steps to keep our paradise intact: 
 
 Keep the lot well-treed – never clear cut. 
 Protect shoreline vegetation; replant areas 

lacking shrubs and trees with native species. 
 Start a buffer strip by leaving some grass uncut 

near the shore. 
 Build at least 30 metres away from the shore. 
 Give clear instructions to your contractors and 

monitor their work. 
 Avoid spilling fuels, antifreezes, paint thinner or 

other chemicals on land or water – clean up 
fast! 

 Avoid the use of fertilizers, pesticides or 
herbicides near the water. 

 Use only phosphate-free soaps, detergents and 
cleaners in your home.  Choose the least 
harmful to send down the drain. They can kill 
the natural vegetation in the lake.  Look for 
products carrying the Environmental Choice Eco
-Logo.  AVOID cleaners labeled ‘super strength’, 
soaps & shampoos containing perfume and 
colour (baby shampoo); specialty cleaning 
products (toilet cleaning pucks/oven cleaners). 

 Refuel your boat with care – don’t spill a drop if 
possible. 

 Watch your boat & PWC wake – it causes 
erosion! 

Now you say you want CLEAN WATER, well are you 
prepared to … 
 Clean up garbage from the shoreline. 
 Wash clothes and shower away from the 

water’s edge. 
 Use oil absorbing bilge cloths for your boat 

instead of bilge cleaners. 
 Purchase or use a boat motor that meets 

EPAguidelines. Four-stroke are the cleanest 
engines - especially where PAHs (Poly-nuclear 
Aromatic Hydrocarbons) are concerned.  Fuel 
injection models are next cleanest; and direct 
fuel injection, although they are not much lower 
in PAH emissions.  The traditional 2-stroke 
carbureted engine is the worst polluter.  They’re 
know to release approximately 25% of gasoline 
into lake water unburned!) 

 Maintain your boat motor, have it inspected 
regularly. 

 Reduce wake by slowing down to 10 km/hr 
within 30 m (90 ft) from shore.  This applies to 
BOTH boats and PWC’s!. 

 
Enjoy the beauty of shorelines while protecting 
water quality for drinking, swimming and fishing.  
Healthy natural shorelines are full of life!  They 
provide food, homes and shelter for plants, fish and 
wildlife.  The plants that grow along healthy 
shorelines filter sediment and many pollutants to 
help keep water clean and safe for drinking, 
swimming and fishing.  Like giant sponges, healthy 
shorelines absorb water from rains, spring melt and 
run-off to help prevent flooding and recharge wells 
that provide drinking water. 
 
Remember 
 
 Pump septic tanks regularly to help rid the rank 

of phosphorous and nitrogen which can make 
their way to surface water.  Many system 
failures are the result of poor maintenance, so 
conserve water; avoid septic simulators and 
additives; give the system a healthy diet; 
protect your system (don’t park your vehicle on 
top of it!)   

 DON’T put facial tissues, paper towels, coffee 
grounds, tea leaves, fats/grease, cigarette 
butts, filters, sanitary napkins/tampons, 
condoms, newspaper, disposable diapers, 
metal/metal items down the toilet or sink.   

 They also don’t like garburators and 

GUIDELINES TO LAKEFRONT LIVING 



disinfectants like bleach, caustic toilet bowl 
cleaners, and chemicals like nail polish remover 
and oil, etc.   

 Hair does NOT dissolve, so use a strainer if 
washing your hair.   

 DON’T use a water softener with a septic.  The 
salt will erode a concrete tank.   

 When you minimize water use, it keeps the 
solid sludge on the bottom of the tank.   

 Excessive water flowing into the septic tank 
from overuse of toilets, showers, etc., can 
cause sludge to be distributed and allow the 
solids to pass out of the tank into your drain 
field pipes and drain field.  When this happens, 
the liquid will not properly drain through the 
gravel into the soil.   

 
 

Were You Aware That … ? 
 Lead sinkers can kill loons if they swallow them 
 Fishing line left in the water can strangle birds 
 Nightlines/gill nets are illegal 
 If you feed the gulls, ducks, Canada geese, 

their droppings can cause e-coli 
 It’s best to keep Personal Water Crafts away 

from the shore and slow right down around 
wildlife 

 If you pull up plants from the lake bottom, you 
rob fish and small critters of food 

 
Pay attention to Fishing Regulations especially the 
size and number of fish you’re allowed to catch.  
The best type of fishing is Catch and Release! 
 
We hope these suggestions help you enjoy your 
life at Eagle Lake even more. 

GUIDELINES TO LAKEFRONT LIVING 
… continued 

REMEMBER … 
 
A PERMIT IS REQUIRED FOR ALL OPEN AIR BURNING, YEAR ROUND, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A 
CAMP FIRE WHICH IS NOT TO EXCEED 0.3 CUBIC METRES IN SIZE. 



COMMUNICATIONS TOWER 
 

The saga of the communications tower continues.  

 

As reported earlier, after the cancellation of the 

original plan to construct a new tower near Eagle 

Lake, Bell Communications decided to upgrade the 

existing tower to extend its range and capability.  

 

The original completion date for this project was 

November of last year. As reported in our previous 

newsletter, the project fell behind schedule and a 

new target was set for the end of May 2014. This 

too has been missed!  

 

The most recent date set for completion is now 

the beginning of July 2014. Hopefully we won’t 

have to advise you of yet another target date in 

the next newsletter. 

Dear Cottagers, 
 
Welcome to your summer home in our community. 
Can you help us with our mission to assist needy 
families? 
 

The “Good Happenings” Food Bank in South 
River services over one hundred families from the 
town and the surrounding townships of Machar, 
Laurier and Lount.  In summertime, our donations 
of non-perishable goods, as well as cash donations, 
seem to plummet. The number of clients we serve, 
however, do not. We would appreciate any help 
you can provide. 

FRIENDLY CIRCLE 
 
Are you a new senior in our area or someone that's 
been on Eagle Lake for a while?   
 
Come join the South River Friendly Circle.   
 
Membership is now open to everyone over the age 
of 50 and the cost is only $12.00 a year.   
 
Learn how to sew, take a line dancing class, play 
euchre and other card games or just 
socialize.  There's a pool table downstairs and 
shuffle board.  On Saturdays (except during July 
and August) there's country music and even square 
dancing.   
 
Call Marg Edwards at 705-386-2995.    

Also, when you are leaving in the fall, you can help 
by sharing your “leftovers” with us instead of 
carting them home. 
 

The “Good Happenings” Food Bank is located at 10 
Isabella Street across from the Legion.  We are 
open each Thursday from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m., or 
contact our coordinator, Jean Reid, at 705-386-
2615.  Cheques, made payable to the “Good 
Happenings” Food Bank, can be sent c/o Jean Reid, 
R.R.# 1, South River, ON, P0A 1X0 
 

Our thanks,  
The volunteers,  

South River “Good Happenings” Food Bank 

A LETTER FROM SOUTH RIVER “GOOD HAPPENINGS”  FOOD BANK 



 



BEST DECORATED BOAT 
 
The Canada Day fireworks and trophy for the best 
decorated boat takes place on June 28th. In the 
past 2 years there has been very limited 
participation in decorating a boat or raft, etc. We 
are hoping to encourage more lake members to 
participate this year. 
 
The fireworks will be held June 28 at dusk. Prior to 
the fireworks, those who want to decorate their 
boat can parade by the beach and make sure they 
pass Verna Sohm's boathouse where a judge will 
be located. Verna's boathouse sits out in the water 
on the south west side of Eagle Lake just south of 
the Narrows. In order to participate, folks should 
complete a registration form at The Narrow's. They 
will receive a number that must be posted on their 
boat.  
 
Let's get the competition going! 

LITTER PICKUP 

The 3rd annual litter pick up day may have been 

cool, wet and windy but, it didn't stop the 28 

enthusiastic volunteers who appeared at 9:00 a.m. 

at The Narrows on Saturday, May 3rd to once 

again give their time to beautify our community 

and divest it of litter that had been strewn on our 

roads. 

I'd like to thank our President Mike Mitchell and 

members of the ELCA, Mayor Doug Maeck, and the 

members of council who once again came out to 

assist and support us in this event as well as the 

Fire Chief Risto Maki and firefighter volunteers for 

standing by for any unforeseen emergency, and 

staff of Machar Township  who went around the 

lake and the Narrows to collect the garbage bags 

we'd all filled. 

The items strewn along the sides of our roads are 

of some concern. We all want to keep our 

community around Eagle Lake free from garbage, 

plastic water bottles, coffee cups, fertilizer bags, 

beer bottles, and all types of cans and plastic, to 

name but a few items found. We've had 

commitments from many of our residents/

volunteers that they will continue to keep our roads 

free of litter by adopting a street and picking up 

litter on a regular basis. 

Let us hope that when we all read this article we 

will pass on to as many of our family, friends, 

neighbors, visitors, and renters, the need to free 

our community of litter by NOT LITTERING!   

Once again, thank you to all who participated. A 

job well done. 

Christina Schenk 






